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Response 3A.19



Julye, 2019 

Town of Philipstown Planning Board 
238 Main Street 
P.O. Box 155

Cold Spring, NY 10516 

Re: Hudson Highlands Reserve 

Dear Chairman Merante and Members of the Philipstown Planning Board; 

I am writing again to underscore my concerns regarding the conservation subdivision 
development proposal known as the Hudson Highlands Reserve. 

I have been following progrf!!SS of this pr9posal fr(;>m the very beginning and have . ·. 
previously detailed my concerns to the' board in writlng {in a lett�rdate� November 17

tt1
,

2014) and in person (last at the January 18th
, 2018 public hearing) regafrJing vehicular 

access points to the subdivision, waste 91anagement from the proposed equ�strian 
�nter, and whether this proposal mee .. the 'requirements laid out in the Philipstown 
Comprehensive Plan and zoning laws to be granted conservation subdivi�ion status. 

I was unforttina:tely unable to attend the most recent public hearing held on June 20th
, 

but having watched the video recording of the hearing. I was, alarmed by much of the 
public commentary on the proposal and urge the board not to give this proposal in its 
current form a green light to proceed. There are too many significant concerns still 
unaddressed by the applicant in what will l>e a precedent setting development for our 
community. 

I have signed on to a community petition that has been circulated by concerned 
neighbors and succinctly outlines concerns my family shares about the proposed 
development as follows: 

-The findings of the EIS make it clear the current proposal will disrupt wildlife to such an
extent the aims of the conservation easement cannot be met, especially with respect to
the proposed fragmentation of the conserved areas.

-The measure of current wildlife populations have not yet been sufficiently established to
create a baseline.

-The measure of the negative effects of the norse population and its maintenance with
respect to wildlife, waterways, traffic, noise have not been sufficiently established.

-The protection of views of nature from Breakneck Ridge, New York State's most popular
hiking trail have not been established.

-Alternate access into the development if the DOT does not approve Route 9 access has
not been established.
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