
Town of Philipstown May 13, 2021
Planning Board
Cold Spring, NY 10516

To the Planning Board Members,

As you may know, our Director left us somewhat unexpectedly in April, and we are engaged in a search for a
new director. As we speak with potential candidates, we have become aware of the challenge that a
complex and increasingly costly outdoor project will present to an incoming chief executive, and therefore
our Board of Trustees voted yesterday to postpone the solar project originally included in our application
and to withdraw the solar project from our Site Plan Application Package - Major Project. We would like to
continue to request approval for the walking path proposed on our site plan.  Mr. Gainer has indicated that
this letter, in combination with a revised site plan showing no solar, prepared by Pirie Associates, will be
sufficient to modify our application.

Our revised site plan accompanies this letter, and shows that the combined reading garden and walking
path disturbance is around 14,000 square feet, or less than 10,000 square feet per year. We are very proud
of the appearance of our completed reading garden (please come visit it) and anticipate that the walking
path will also be an attractive feature for the community to enjoy.

We remain committed to developing a strategy for renewable energy for our institution, and our Board also
voted yesterday to enter into a contract with a local community solar farm to purchase sufficient credits to
offset the Library’s full electrical requirements.

Thank you for the time and effort you have expended on this project. We regret that the individuals so
opposed to it now did not speak up two years ago when we invited comments on our plan and were better
positioned to make significant modifications. (One of these neighbors read our 2019 site planning RFP and
another was on our board at the time.) We regret that our and your professionalism was impugned by a
false accusation that none of us were aware of the Scenic Protection Overlay. As a participant in the 2006
Route 9D Scenic Byway report, I know that that report was never intended to prevent a solar installation
such as ours. We do recommend that the Town of Philipstown establish a solar advisory group as
recommended in the new Comprehensive Plan to provide guidance on such matters in the future.

We very much appreciate the ongoing help and advice we have received from Mr. Gainer and Mr. Gaba, and
from Ms. Rockett.

Sincerely yours,

Anita Prentice President, Board of Trustees


