
 

Monthly Town Board Meeting 
August 6, 2009 
 
The Town Board of the Town of Philipstown held their Monthly Meeting on the above 
date at 8:00 p.m., at the Town Hall, 238 Main Street, Cold Spring, New York. 
 
PRESENT: William Mazzuca  Supervisor 
   Richard Shea  Councilman 
   Betty Budney   Councilwoman 
   Nancy Montgomery  Councilwoman 

Barbara Scuccimarra Councilwoman 
Edward W. Doyle  Town Attorney 
 
 

Supervisor Mazzuca opened the meeting with a Salute to the Flag. 
 

REVIEW OF MINUTES 
 
The Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of July 9, 1009, were reviewed. 
 
Councilwoman Budney made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Scuccimarra and 
unanimously carried that the Minutes of July 9, 2009, are hereby approved as 
presented. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
CAC – Councilman Shea reported that the CAC met on July 14th, 2009.  There were 4 
applicants appearing, which was a continuation of old applications.  Out of the 4 
applicants, there were 3 approvals, 2 with conditions.  One applicant discussed tearing 
down an addition – doing some remediation work on this and was held over until the 
next meeting. 
 

RECREATION – Councilwoman Montgomery reported the following information from 
the July 28th Recreation Commission Meeting: 

 
• Amber Stickle gave the financial report and stated that the Recreation 

Department is on track to meet this year’s budget. 
 
• Enrollment has exceeded what it was at this time last year (2008). 
 
• The Depot Theatre reported that all nine (9) shows for Annie and A Chorus Line 

were sold out. Councilwoman Montgomery stated that It was remarkable to see 
the young adults (who spent their elementary years performing on that stage) 
producing and directing high quality productions and extended her 
congratulations. 
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• Installation was started on Wednesday, August 5th, on the new alarm system at 

the theatre and the staff is working with the Garrison Fire Department on 
developing an evacuation plan. 

 
• Re: Building & Grounds, Amber Stickle stated that she was working on the final 

plans for the Alarm System at the Community Center.   
 

• The new bus has been a great resource and is being used daily. 
 

• The roof replacement is scheduled to start August 14th. 
 

• Re: Quarry Pond – the exercise equipment is installed on the fitness trail and 
the dog park is under construction.  The importance of hiring a third 
maintenance person before the Town acquires the Quarry Pond Park was also 
discussed. 

 
• The Commission voted and agreed to request the Town Board to go out to bid 

for oil at the Community Center on recommendation of Mrs. Stickle. 
 

• Mrs. Stickle required the report on the old boiler to assist in providing 
information for its replacement through possible grant opportunities. 

 
• Recreation Department is required to put a fence around the water tower as part 

of the agreement with OSI.  Mrs. Stickle stated that OSI’s representative would 
like to know the status of installing the fence. 

 
• The Fall Book is out with some great new classes and instructors. 

 
Supervisor Mazzuca expressed his thanks to Councilwoman Montgomery, board 
members, the Fire Marshall’s office and the Garrison Fire Department for getting the 
alarm system project accomplished. 

 
PLANNING BOARD - Councilwoman Montgomery reported the following information 
from the June 23, 2009, meeting: 

 
• Public Hearings were held on Garrison Station Plaza’s 7 Garrisons Landing 

property.  This hearing was adjourned until negotiations for use of the building 
were complete. 

 
• A public hearing was held for applicant Unjoo/Dong Yu for a site plan approval 

at 544 Route 9D in Garrison.  The applicant received the required setback 
variance from the Zoning Board.  The public raised concerns about drainage.  
Town Engineer, Ron Gainer, prepared a technical memorandum stating that all 
drainage will go to one catch basin.  He also addressed guidelines for 
Stormwater management measures in the memo.  The public commented about  
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traffic and speed on this stretch of Route 9D.  The Route 9D Corridor 
Management Plan and how it relates to this site plan was a point of concern as 
well.  The application will go to Putnam County Planning and NYS DOT for 
comment.  NYS DOT will conduct a line-of-sight study.  HHLT addressed 
lighting concerns, the applicant agreed.  Garrison Fire Chief Irish asked that the 
Planning Board notify Philipstown Fire districts when an application is received.  
Chairman Merante agreed that an extra copy of plans would be prepared for the 
appropriate fire company to address life safety issues.   

 
• Quarry Pond was the first item on the agenda for modification of architectural 

plans to their approved site plan on Route 9 in Cold Spring.  The Planning 
Board asked that the plans remain consistent with previous filings and that they 
are filed with the Building Department.  A motion to approve these changes was 
seconded and passed. 

 
• Mary Ellen Finger’s application for a five-lot subdivision on Horseman’s Trail 

Road in Cold Spring was on the agenda for Phase One of a Final Subdivision 
Plat.  The only change in this application is the concept of it being a phased 
project.  The Planning Board’s concern about phasing this subdivision as it 
relates to zoning was discussed.  The property is in the industrial zone but the 
subdivision is being presented as residential.  In a phased project, one lot could 
be sold for residential use and the others for industrial.  The Planning Board 
determined that any industrial use would have to come before their review.  
Request for phasing was approved.  A maintenance agreement for the private 
road needs to be established and approved by the town.  A public hearing will 
be held a revised set of plans. 

 
• Dean Anderson submitted and Appeal for a Special Use Permit on his property 

at Dale Lane in Garrison. There are no changes to the footprint of his 800 sq. ft. 
barn. He is proposing to use it as his residence.  Mr. Anderson has a Putnam 
County Health Permit and a wetlands permit.  This application was sent to the 
Zoning Board for approval. 

 
• The Planning Board will prepare a letter to the Town Board to request that funds 

be returned to Edward Ochsenschlager for his property on Route 301 in Cold 
Spring. 

 
• A referral from the Town Board for comments on proposed amendment to 

Zoning Law Chapter 175 Schedule A, Permitted Uses was presented.  This law 
will allow soil processing on certain lots of 5 acres or more north of the 
intersection of East Mountain Road South and Route 9.  The Planning Board 
will be preparing a letter to the Town Board to request additional information, 
specifically the number of lots that are 5 acres or more in the zone.  A 
discussion about providing a detailed zoning map, wording of the code and  
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differentiating between the old code and new amendment in italics was 
presented.  Councilwoman Montgomery stated that she discussed inventory of 
these parcels with the assessor’s office and they will provide this information.  
Mapping issues will be addressed as the Town Board gets closer to presenting 
new Zoning. 

 
ZONING – Councilwoman Scuccimarra reported on the items addressed at the July 
13th and July 27th meetings.   

 
• Three (3) public hearings were held – one on Garrison contracting.  The Board 

requested a site plan.  The applicant was awaiting a report from the Wetlands 
Inspector.  On  the 27th, Wetlands Inspector Klotzle reported that some 
contractors were in violation.  Applicant also requested increasing parking 
spaces from 12 to 23. 

 
• James LaBarbera of East Mountain Road South, wanted to install a wood 

burning furnace.  The location of his site does not meet proper set-backs.  
Applicant returned on July 27th.  After reviewing the new law, applicant was 
convinced to remove the application. 

 
• Kerstin Rost/Roland Pidala – Requested extension of time to complete 

construction of a single family non-conforming residential structure. 
 

• Two Resolutions – Therapeutic Equestrian Center, Route 301, Cold Spring, and 
Lausca LLC, 3166 Route 9, Cold Spring. 

 
Councilwoman Scuccimarra further reported that the Zoning Board had a review for 
completeness for the following:   

 - Lynn & James Duffy, 18 Mill Road, Cold Spring 
 - Robert Ritacco and Wendy Blair, 16 Atonement Avenue, Garrison 
 - David and Martha Rome, 23 Grassi Lane, Garrison 
- Timothy and Mary Donovan, 293 Old West Point Road West, Garrison 

 
Councilwoman Scuccimarra reported that these were all scheduled for public hearings 
in September.  She further reported that Dean Anderson also appeared before the 
Zoning Board on July 13 for a Special Use Permit to construct an accessory apartment 
at 4 Dale Lane, Garrison. 

 
HIGHWAY – Councilwoman Budney read report of work completed for the month of 
July. 

 
• Due to storm damage over the last few months, the culvert on Foundry Pond 

Road needs to be replaced.  Starting August 10, 2009, Foundry Pond Road will  
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be closed for culvert replacement at the Cold Spring reservoir dam.  Foundry 
Pond Road will be closed until further notice.   

 
• For the month of July the Philipstown Highway Department spent $19,455.00 in 

man hours grading dirt roads.  Due to severe rainstorms, a majority of the 
department’s time was out repairing roads. Run-off from dirt roads onto paved 
sections is a great concern of the Highway Department.  Rock, sand and dirt 
debris is hazardous to motorists and is being addressed as quickly as possible.  
Washouts occurred on Old Albany Post Road, Lake Surprise, South Mountain 
Pass and Indian Brook Road. 

 
• Highway Superintendent, Roger Chirico, worked with the Town of Cortlandt and 

received a grader on loan.  This additional piece of equipment will allow the 
crews to quickly address the dirt road conditions. 

 
• Pipe was installed on Chapman Road and Aqueduct Road. 

 
• Highway personnel were called out three (3) times before or after work hours 

regarding downed trees. 
 

• Catch basins are being cleared of debris and obstructions. 
 

• Blacktopping took place on Rochambeau Road, Morris Road and Aqueduct 
Road. 

 
• $10,010.00 was spent on vehicle maintenance for the month of July.  Itemized 

lists are available at the Highway Department. 
 

• $22,694.02 was spent for material to maintain town roads for the month of July.  
Itemized lists are available at the Highway Department. 

 
• Seventy-four (74) phone calls were received regarding road issues/concerns. 

 
Highway Superintendent Chirico stated that there was an issue on all roads due to the 
rain, re: brush hanging over the roads.  He stated that the Highway Department would 
cut back the brush if not cut by the homeowner.  He requested that homeowners 
cooperate and handle the problems themselves.  He further reported that Foundry 
Pond Road was not closed all the way (Lake Surprise Road to the dam and from the 
top of the hill at Barrett Pond Road), but was opened to local residents only. 
 
Highway Superintendent Chirico mentioned that he received complaints re: Mill Road, 
the section that was just a season road.  That it was unsafe – no guide rails and road 
was only 10’ wide.  He stated that the road has been barricaded with signs and that the 
signs have been thrown over the side.  He wanted to publicly announce that and asked 
the Town Board to draw up a resolution that the road be completely closed to all traffic.   
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As for emergency exits, there are two (2) ways out.  Councilwoman Budney questioned 
if the road was closed was there a way to get to local residents homes from Route 9?  
Highway Superintendent Chirico stated “absolutely,” that he was talking about the 
section by the Gorge – the section that was closed now.  He stated that this section 
has been like this for 15 years.  The one section would be closed in the wintertime.  It is 
closed at Horton Road and closed between the culvert and the bridge.  Town Attorney 
Doyle stated that he would look into this. 

 
At this point, Item 11 of the Agenda, “Resolution authorizing Supervisor Mazzuca to 
sign the Memorandum of Understanding between the Town of Philipstown and Village 
of Cold Spring was addressed at this portion of the meeting 

 
Supervisor Mazzuca informed the audience that the two Villages and the Town Board 
had met on shared services and that the consolidation committee was scheduled to 
meet again in September.  One of the topics that was discussed with Highway 
Superintendent Chirico and Mayor Gallagher was the Village and town agreeing to 
share some services with highway departments.  Supervisor Mazzuca then read the 
Intermunicipal Agreement.   

 
Superintendent Chirico stated that this helps financially – that some of the taxpayers in 
the Village pay taxes to the town and county – that the shared services works well with 
the County.  He stated that the Highway Department has been doing it for 8 or 9 years.  
He stated that he has worked along with the Village of Fishkill, Towns of Cortlandt, 
Putnam Valley and Carmel.  He felt that it wasn’t so much of sharing as far as 
equipment was concerned, it was more of someone being in need that didn’t have the 
piece of equipment to transport somewhere, where Philipstown Highway Department 
was fortunate enough to have a low bed trailer/tractor and some of these vendors that 
you buy equipment from were located in Hudson and Newburgh.  You can work 
together and save a lot of money, i.e. transportation.  He stated that it costs 
approximately $1,000 for the Town of Putnam Valley to transport to Hudson, NY for 
repairs. He felt that the town couldn’t afford to buy equipment when there was brand 
new equipment available in other towns that was not being used 
 
A member of the audience had a question about the umbrella insurance that goes 
beyond the one million dollars.  Supervisor Mazzuca stated that the town, being 
involved in garbage pick-up, perhaps some other things, like having a garbage truck up 
at the landfill, possibly would reduce costs to people living outside the Villages.  Mayor 
Gallagher and Superintendent Chirico have had discussions and it was very 
encouraging.   

 
RESOLUTION #135-09 
The following Resolution was presented by Councilwoman Budney, seconded by 
Councilwoman Scuccimarra and unanimously carried; 
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RESOLVED, that Supervisor Mazzuca is hereby authorized to sign the Memorandum 
of Understanding agreement between the Town of Philipstown and the Village of Cold 
Spring. 

 
Cold Spring Mayor, Seth Gallagher, re-iterated the statements made by Highway 
Superintendent Chirico and Supervisor Mazzuca, that the town had more equipment 
than the Village, but that the Village had some specialty equipment like a garbage truck 
and a number of other was that the Village could work and be an asset to the town.  He 
thanked Superintendent Chirico and the Town Board for lending it’s flat bed trailer for 
use as a summer stage at the Summer Sunset Music series.  He also mentioned 
Superintendent Chirico’s assistance during the bid process for repaving Church Street.  
Mayor Gallagher stated that the project was done quickly and correctly, thanks to 
Superintendent Chirico’s input. 

 
BUILDING & LAND ACQUISITION – Councilman Shea had no report at this time. 
 
GARRISON VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT – Before reading the GVFD report, 
Jamie Copeland thanked Superintendent of Highways, Roger Chirico, for all his years 
of service.  Mr. Copeland, a representative of the GVFD, read the activity report for the 
month of July. 
 
Councilman Shea reported that the efforts to keep communications open between the 
Garrison Volunteer Fire Department and the Town Board would enhance services.  He 
stated the two (2) meetings were held in July and more detailed information was 
received clarifying the Town’s position as far as how the Town can participate and help 
the fire company along.  Councilman Shea expressed that the meetings had been an 
eye-opener and education for him.  He feels things are going in a positive direction.   
 
He further reported that the Town had been awaiting a grant that had been received 
from the Economic Development Corporation, although the check had not yet been 
received.  In the last month, the Town received $250,000 in a grant from the Economic 
Development Corporation to cover a portion of the new road at the Recreation Center 
and the improvements at the Town Hall.   

 
Supervisor Mazzuca thanked Town Clerk, Tina Merando, and Councilman, Richard 
Shea, for their efforts in securing the grants.  
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TOWN OF PHILIPSTOWN 

 
MONTHLY REPORT OF TOWN SUPERVISOR 

 
MONIES RECEIVED AS OF AUGUST 6, 2009 

 
GENERAL & PART-TOWN FUNDS 

   
A. W. Scrap $      357.00 
Recreation Fees    60,377.94 
Bank Interest         260.25 

 
HIGHWAY FUND 

  
Putnam County Sheriff’s - Gas $   2,801.86 
Bank Interest         599.30 
 
           CONTINTENTAL VILLAGE WATER DISTRICT 
 

Bank Interest $          8.72 
 
           CONTINENTAL VILLAGE PARK DISTRICT 
 

Taxes – Putnam Valley $ 16,234.98 
Clubhouse Fees         400.00 
Bank Interest           75.67 
 

AGENDA 
 
1.  Hans Moeller to address the Town Board regarding the polling site for the   

 North Highlands voters. 
 
Hans Moeller, a member of the North Highlands Fire Department, addressed the Town 
Board requesting their support in protesting the Putnam County Board of Election’s 
decision to no longer use the North Highlands Fire Department as a voting place for 
elections.  The Putnam County Board of Elections recently announced that the polling 
place for Districts 7 & 8 would be at The Methodist Church on Main Street, Cold Spring.  
Mr. Moeller collected petitions supporting the request to move the voting place back to 
the North Highland Firehouse.  He stated that he expected more signatures.  
Supervisor Mazzuca then read the resolution that the Town wanted to submit to the 
Putnam County Board of Elections. 
 
Councilman Shea stated that he found it infuriating and confusing that the Putnam 
County Board of Elections’ decision to do this was done without consulting the Town 
Board.  He stated that the fundamental part of democracy is the right to vote and   
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people were going to be disenfranchised.  He stated that he could almost guarantee 
when you have 3,695 trying to vote on new machines at a different polling place, and a 
chance for bad weather and school traffic, that people being use to their former polling 
place, and long lines, and the fact that the Town had a new fire house that was a 
perfect spot for North Highlands people to vote - - none of it makes any sense, and the 
fact that the Town was never consulted about it, is wrong.  He stated that he would 
urge the Commissioners to rethink this and put the polling place back to the North 
Highlands Firehouse where it belongs. 
 
A member of the audience asked if there wasn’t a fundamental as far as voting – you’re 
supposed to separate church from state.  How many polling places are done in a 
church?  Supervisor Mazzuca responded that he thought that question came up last 
year and the answer was that it’s not a matter of separation.  The church was just 
being used as a polling site.  Councilman Shea added that it takes place in the church 
hall.   
 
Mayor Gallagher stated that he understood that the Town Board had never received 
any information or was asked for any input.  He stated it was the same situation with 
the Village of Cold Spring.  The Mayor had called and spoke with Bob Bennett and was 
told that the Putnam County Board of Elections would be sending over information 
about the layout that they were looking at for voting.  At this time, the Village still hasn’t 
received anything.  In speaking with the Commissioners, they thought it was a really 
good idea but didn’t understand that the Village might want to be involved – that they 
might know something about what happens over here and what might be the best way 
to do that.  He further stated that because he thought that from the perspective of the 
Village, they loved having people come from the rest of the town, but when voting, they 
have had elections where the Village has had lines to the voting machines.  This was 
the first time the Village is using new machines and to go from 1,400 voters to 3,600 
voting in the same place….  The Mayor then requested a copy of the resolution that the 
Town was sending as he thought the Village should do the same thing and work 
together and let the PCBE know that the Village and Town have to be a part of the 
decision.  If something was going to be done to keep people away, that was wrong. 
 
Michael Gibbons, a Garrison resident, stated that the North Highlands Fire Department 
designed their new building to accommodate North Highland voters.  He felt it was very 
belligerent of the County to ignore home rule and felt the action being taken by the 
Town Board was proper. 
 
Highway Superintendent Chirico asked why the church?  He wondered why this issue 
was even there – why not approach the Town Board?  He asked if anyone knew? 
Someone responded, “it’s cheaper.” 
 
Supervisor Mazzuca stated that supposedly, the County was consolidating a lot of 
districts and it was to save money and he had no problem with that.  He thought they 
were going to be disenfranchising people’s votes.  He stated that he couldn’t image  
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people from Brookside coming all the way down to the Village to vote.  Discussion  
continued on problems with parking spaces, confusion over the use of new voting 
machines, etc. 
 
RESOLUTION #136-09 
The following Resolution was presented by Councilwoman Montgomery seconded by 
Councilwoman Budney and unanimously carried; 
 
RESOLVED, NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Philipstown Town Board, as 
the duly elected representative body for the registered voters of the Town of 
Philipstown, respectfully requests that the North Highland Firehouse be designated as 
the Polling Site for the registered voters of Philipstown Election Districts 7 and 8; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Philipstown Town Board recognizes the value 
to the registered voters of Election Districts 3 and 5 with the Cold Spring Methodist 
Church, now designated as their Polling Site. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Resolution shall be conveyed to Putnam 
County Board of Election Commissioners, Robert J. Bennett and Anthony G. 
Scannapieco, Jr.; Putnam County Executive, Robert Bondi; Putnam County Legislator, 
Vincent Tamagna, District 1 – Philipstown; Anthony Hay, Chair, Putnam County 
Legislature, any other parties as may be appropriate, and that this Resolution shall be 
duly recorded in the official records of the Town of Philipstown; 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Philipstown Town Board awaits the response of 
said Commissioners to its request to designate the North Highlands Firehouse as the 
Polling Site for Philipstown Election Districts 7 and 8. 
 
2.   Resolution setting Budget, Accepting Completed Assessment Roll for Filing 

with Town Clerk for Valley Lane and a portion of Brookside Drive Road 
Improvement, and setting the Public Hearing pursuant to Town Law 231(2) 
and 202(a). 

 
RESOLUTION #137-09 
The following Resolution was presented by Councilman Shea, seconded by 
Councilwoman Scuccimarra and unanimously carried; 
 
RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Philipstown, hereby schedules a 
Public Hearing for September 3, 2009, at 7:45 P.M. at the Town Hall, 238 Main Street, 
Cold Spring, N.Y., to set budget and accept completed assessment roll for filing with 
Town Clerk for Valley Lane and a portion of Brookside Drive Road Improvement, 
pursuant to Town law 231(2) and 202(a). 
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Roll Call Vote:  Councilwoman Montgomery Aye 

  Councilman Shea   Aye 
  Councilwoman Budney  Aye 
  Councilwoman Scuccimarra Aye 
  Supervisor Mazzuca  Aye 
 

The resolution was thereupon declared duly adopted. 
 

3.  Resolution authorizing Supervisor Mazzuca to sign the Justice Court 
      Assistance Program Grant application. 
 
RESOLUTION #138-09 
The following Resolution was presented by Councilman Shea, seconded by 
Councilwoman Montgomery and unanimously carried; 
 
RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Philipstown hereby authorizes 
Supervisor Mazzuca to sign the Justice Court Assistance Program Grant application. 
 
4. Discussion regarding a memorandum from the Code Administration Office, 

dated July 2, 2009. 
 
Town Clerk Merando read the letter, which referenced property owned by James Duffy, 
18 Mill Road, Cold Spring, stating that the zoning map had not been amended 
according to Amendment No. 1 adopted 5/2/1969 by Local Law #1, changing Horton 
Road and Mill Road property from I to R-40.  Town Attorney Edward Doyle stated that 
he spoke with Town Clerk Merando and Code Enforcement Officer Emerick and the 
question was whether all that was needed was to change the map because the map 
isn’t in conformance with the Local Law that was adopted in 1969, or, this requires 
another Local Law.  CEO Emerick is investigating this and will get back to Town 
Attorney Doyle.   
 
Councilman Shea stated that the Town Board is in the process of re-writing the entire 
zoning law and set of maps.  Town Attorney Doyle stated that if it was just a question of 
adjusting the law that was easy.  Councilman Shea stated that a copy of this should go 
to Joel Russell.  Town Clerk Merando was asked to send a copy of the memorandum 
to Town Planner, Joel Russell. 
 
5. The following Resolutions are needed to Adopt Local Law to Amend the 

 Zoning Map dated June 18, 2007. 
 

Town Clerk Merando reported that a public hearing was held and that the EAF has 
been revised and shows Annsville Creek as a CTS Trout Stream.  Councilman Shea 
informed the audience that this in response to a split zoning on a property - - a public 
hearing was held - - tried to adopt last month but a member of the public had another 
comment about the trout stream, which turned out to be correct.  Councilman Shea  
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stated further that in adopting this law, nothing changes.  The property owner’s right to 
do things on that property are neither increased or decreased, and it doesn’t negate 
any environmental review by our Wetlands Inspector.  The DEC protects streams 
regardless of what they are and every classified stream obviously has a heighten 
sense of review, but nothing changes.  It is just a housekeeping item of getting a 
property that is a split zone into one zone. 
 
RESOLUTION #139-09 
The following Resolution was presented by Councilwoman Scuccimarra, seconded by 
Councilwoman Budney and unanimously carried; 

 
WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Philipstown has reviewed the EAF in 
connection with a Proposed Local Law to amend the Zoning Map dated June 18, 2007;  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board authorizes the 
Supervisor to sign the EAF and hereby adopts a negative declaration. 

 
ROLL CALL VOTE 
Councilwoman Scuccimarra AYE 
Councilwoman Budney  AYE 
Councilman Shea   AYE 
Councilwoman Montgomery AYE 
Supervisor Mazzuca   AYE 
The resolution was thereupon declared duly adopted. 
 
RESOLUTION #140-09 
The following Resolution was presented by Councilman Shea, seconded by 
Councilwoman Scuccimarra and unanimously carried; 
 
RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Philipstown, hereby adopts a Local 
Law to amend the Zoning Map dated June 18, 2007. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE 
 
Councilwoman Budney  AYE 
Councilwoman Scuccimarra AYE 
Councilman Shea   AYE 
Councilwoman Montgomery AYE 
Supervisor Mazzuca   AYE 
 
The resolution was thereupon declared duly adopted. 
 
6. Resolution approving the 2008 Philipstown Conservation Advisory Council 

Annual Report and authorizing the Town Clerk to forward said report to the 
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation for filing. 
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Supervisor Mazzuca explained that this was a requirement of the law. 

 
RESOLUTION #141-09 
The following Resolution was presented by Councilman Shea, seconded by 
Councilwoman Scuccimarra and unanimously carried; 
 
RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Philipstown, hereby approves the 
2008 Philipstown Conservation Advisory Council Annual Report and authorizes the 
Town Clerk to forward said report to the New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation for filing. 
 
Councilman Shea stated that this report demonstrates the hard work that the CAC 
does every year and the serious work that they do for the town on a volunteer basis.  
He thanked the CAC members for their tireless work. 
 
7. Resolution needed requesting that the NYSDOT work together with Putnam 
     County regarding the U.S. Route 9 and Fishkill Road traffic light. 
 
Supervisor Mazzuca read the following Resolution regarding the traffic light at the 
intersection of Fishkill Road and Route 9. 
 
WHEREAS, in the Spring of 2009, the Putnam County Department of Planning, 
Economic Development and Public Transportation published a planning study 
prepared by RBA Group; and 
 
WHEREAS, as indicated on page 4 of that report, the County conducted a signal 
warrant analysis for the intersection and has recommended that a signal be installed at 
this location; and 
 
WHEREAS, on page 95, the report states that the newly reconfigured intersection has 
solved the geometric problems that had previously existed, but a lack of traffic control 
and pedestrian amenities makes this area difficult to navigate; and 
 
WHEREAS, the intersection is controlled by a stop sign on Fishkill Road, so it is still 
difficult for pedestrians to cross U. S. Route 9 safely, and 
 
WHEREAS, on page 96, the report also states under section 6.4, that the intersection 
of U. S. Route 9 and Fishkill Road, together with the gas station, operates as a 4-way 
intersection, and 

 
WHEREAS, the gas station driveway does align with Fishkill Road, presenting a 
potential for a head-on conflict; and 
 
WHEREAS, on February 18, 2009, the Putnam County Traffic Safety Board reported 
on Item V of their agenda, which states that the installation of a traffic signal at U.S.  
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Route 9 and Fishkill Road has received approval from the NYSDOT and will be put on 
the requirements contract for a few years out; and 

 
WHEREAS, according to the Putnam County Sheriff’s Department, they have 
responded to four automobile accidents in the past six months at that location; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, based on the above, Putnam County has 
agreed to install the traffic light at U.S. Route 9 and Fishkill Road; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Board requests that the New York State 
Department of Transportation work with Putnam County to expedite the installation of 
the traffic light to be installed by Putnam County on U.S. Route 9 and Fishkill Road. 
 
RESOLUTION #142-09 
The following Resolution was presented by Councilwoman Budney, seconded by 
Councilwoman Montgomery and unanimously carried; 
 
RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Philipstown, hereby requests that the 
NYSDOT work together with Putnam County regarding the U.S. Route 9 and Fishkill 
Road Traffic light. 
 
Supervisor Mazzuca stated that he had a conversation with Deputy County Executive, 
John Tully, and Mr. Tully assured Supervisor Mazzuca that the plans were to add it in 
as soon as possible, but no later than Thanksgiving.  Mr. Tully believes it will be 
sooner.  Supervisor Mazzuca stated that the County will also be footing the bill of 
approximately $50,000.  If the State was to do it, it would be at least three (3) years 
based on where the town was ranked on that intersection. 
 
Supervisor Mazzuca further expressed his thanks to Town Clerk Merando and 
everyone who worked on the resolution and said that it really goes to the heart of the 
matter. 
 
8. Resolution authorizing Supervisor Mazzuca to sign the contract between 

Donald MacDonald and the Town for services rendered. 
 
Town Clerk Merando read a memo dated July 29, 2009, from Recreation Supervisor, 
Amber Stickle, informing the Town Board that a contract was never signed for Mr. 
MacDonald’s work. 
 
Town Attorney Doyle stated that he now approves as to form. 
 
RESOLUTION #143-09 
The following Resolution was presented by Councilwoman Montgomery, seconded by 
Councilwoman Scuccimarra and unanimously carried; 
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RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Philipstown, hereby authorizes 
Supervisor Mazzuca to sign the contract between Donald MacDonald and the Town for 
services rendered. 
 
9. Resolution authorizing the Town Clerk to advertise for bidders for a bulk fuel 

delivery at the Community Center. 
 
Town Clerk Merando read letter dated July 29, 2009, from Recreation Supervisor 
Stickle requesting that the Town Board issue a bid for the annual number 2 fuel oil 
delivery. 
 
RESOLUTION #144-09 
The following Resolution was presented by Councilwoman Budney, seconded by 
Councilwoman Montgomery and unanimously carried; 
 
RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Philipstown, hereby authorizes Town 
Clerk Merando to advertise for bidders for a bulk fuel delivery at the Community 
Center. 

 
10.   Discussion regarding the Putnam County MS4 Stormwater Grant and the  
       Town’s commitment of $3,200.00. 
 
Councilman Shea stated that as much as the Town would like to help out the County’s 
efforts, the Town was doing its own Stormwater program and has been for a while, and 
has been doing public outreach for years; organized committees; spending a lot of time 
doing this, and are about to enhance the town’s own program and put some more 
money into it because of state mandates with regards to Stormwater Management.  He 
stated that there is going to be audits this year and the Town has to be prepared for 
those.  Councilman Shea feels that the Town needs an official Stormwater Coordinator 
- - someone who can make sure of follow-throughs on job sites, etc., and to verify 
results of the Town’s program.  This would require some paperwork and some attention 
- - perhaps getting the Wetlands Inspector to step up to that and put in some more 
hours acting as the Stormwater Coordinator.  Councilman Shea stated that the 
Wetlands Inspector already has the environmental background and has expressed the 
willingness to take the classes that are required to become a Stormwater Coordinator.  
He expressed that, at this time, he couldn’t see sending the County $3,200.00 when 
we need the money right here. 
 
Councilwoman Scuccimarra stated that she had worked with Lauri Taylor on other 
projects and wondered if it would help to ask her to come and speak with the Town 
Board and explain their purpose.  Supervisor Mazzuca replied that the Board was 
willing to talk to anyone and listen to anyone. 
 
RESOLUTION #145-09 
The following Resolution was presented by Councilwoman Scuccimarra, seconded by 
Councilwoman Montgomery and unanimously carried; 
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RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Philipstown, hereby tables Putnam 
County’s request for the Town of Philipstown’s commitment of $3,200.00 regarding the 
Putnam County MS4 Stormwater Grant. 
 
11.   (See Highway Report) 
 
12.  Code Enforcement Monthly Report 
 
Town Clerk Merando read the Code Enforcement Monthly Report 
 
13.  Resolution scheduling a Public Hearing on a proposed Local Law to amend  
       the Code of the Town of Philipstown, Chapter 175 thereof entitled Zoning to    
       change Schedule A – Permitted Use. 
 
Town Attorney Doyle stated that he made one small change in the proposed Local Law 
of July 22nd in response to a suggestion from Town Planner, Ron Gainer, and that was 
to show on lines 36 and 37, the text on column B2 to make it consistent with the text. 
He stated that it doesn’t change the substance, it just brings the grid in conformance 
with the text. 
 
Councilman Shea stated that he would like to get to this sooner or later, as it has been 
three (3) years. 
 
RESOLUTION #146-09 
The following Resolution was presented by Councilwoman Budney, seconded by 
Councilwoman Scuccimarra and unanimously carried; 
 
RESOLVED, that a Public Hearing on a proposed Local Law to amend the Code of the 
Town of Philipstown, Chapter 175 thereof entitled Zoning to change Schedule A – 
Permitted Use, be held on September 9, 2009, at 7:30 p.m., at the Town Hall, 238 Main 
Street, Cold Spring, NY. 
 
14. Schedule Workshop/Meetings 

September 3, 2009 Public Hearing – Valley Lane Assessment Roll 
September 9, 2009 Public Hearing – Proposed Local Law  - Permitted Use 
September 16, 2009 Discuss re-evaluation with Director of Real Property 
                                     Services 

 
15.  Any other business that may come before the Town Board. 
 
Supervisor Mazzuca had a question about the bonding of the roof at the Community 
Center.  Town Attorney Doyle stated that there was a suggestion that we bond for 
$375,000, that he had just received the number today and that he and Susan Kenney 
tried to reach the Bond Counsel, but he was not available.  He stated further that 
Susan Kenney was trying to reach Bond Counsel regarding a bond for the Garrison 
Landing Water District.  Councilwoman Montgomery mentioned the figure of $400,000  
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as the total cost for the project.  Supervisor Mazzuca suggested the Town might just as 
well go for the $400,000.  Councilman Shea stated that the total was $350,000 and that 
the Town might as well request $375,000. 
 
Town Attorney Doyle asked how long would the Town want to pay it off?  It was 
decided to do a one-year and then make sure that it could be rolled over.  
 
Councilman Shea stated that with regard to the Garrison Landing Water District, the 
bonding for that is a combination of 3 bands outstanding.  It’s the one bond – we are 
able to increase.  Formerly, the Town was only able to collect $18,000 a year.  Next 
year the Town is going to collect $20,000.  He added that the Garrison Landing Water 
District is complete, that they went to court on Wednesday (August 5th) for the last time.  
He stated that he had made 30 appearances in court with regard to GLWD and only 
used an attorney once, which saved a lot of money by representing himself.  He added 
that the project was probably completed for 20% less than if it had been bid out.  He 
then thanked Superintendent of Highways Chirico, who put in a lot of hours.  
Councilman Shea informed the public that two (2) grants were received – one for a 
generator so that there is a back-up, and a grant for security fencing through Senator 
Leibell.  He stated that they have water there now and the Board of Health has signed 
off on it and it is now closed. 
 
Councilwoman Scuccimarra asked re: the MTA tax, if there had been any more thought 
given to sending a letter to County Executive, Bob Bondi, stating that we are not on 
board with the MTA tax? Councilwoman Montgomery stated that she spoke to Bob 
Bickford, who was on the MTA board, who would be happy to appear before the Town 
Board with the president of the MTA.  She asked if the Board wanted to schedule a 
workshop.  Councilwoman Montgomery stated that this was not really an MTA issue – 
it was the State Legislature.  Councilwoman Scuccimarra stated that we could object to 
the State then. 
 
Supervisor Mazzuca stated that one of the members had a problem with the 2nd 
resolution asking the State to take a closer look at this, and wasn’t it determined that 
the County can’t opt out of it … legally it can’t.  Councilwoman Scuccimarra stated that 
County Executive Bob Bondi shot down the resolution anyway. 
 
Councilwoman Scuccimarra stated that this was more of a civil disobedience – it was 
going to impact schools, businesses – it’s the equivalent of one teacher’s salary.  This 
would be a big impact to the community. 
 
RESOLUTION #147-09 
The following Resolution was presented by Councilwoman Scuccimarra, seconded by 
Councilwoman Montgomery, opposed by Councilman Shea; 
 
RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Philipstown send a letter to New York 
State backing up the Putnam County Legislature re: the MTA Tax. 
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Councilman Shea reported that he attended a presentation by the Attorney General’s 
Office at the Senior Center, which informed seniors about the services supplied by the  
Attorney General’s office, i.e., insurance coverage, if they feel they have been involved 
in any scams, etc.  Councilman Shea thought he might look into getting someone from 
Senator Schumer’s office or Congressman Hall’s to come to the Senior Center to 
speak about the Healthcare Plan. 
 
A member of the audience suggested that the meeting scheduled for September 9, re: 
zoning, …  Councilman  Shea interrupted explaining that this wasn’t the re-zoning – it 
was an amendment to the Local Law.  The audience member then asked if he wanted 
to make comments on the new zoning law, if he just needed to wait until the meeting 
on the re-zoning?  He suggested that the Board give as much public notice as 
possible. 
 
Gabriel Kourie of Upland Drive, stated that he was one of the property owners who 
attended the meeting at Continental Village Clubhouse in July who didn’t sign the 
easement for the drainage.  He mentioned that since that has happened, the difference 
in Old Albany Post Road when entering, there is a difference of 6” – 8” in the pitch.  He 
felt that the Town didn’t maliciously do that.  He said the trucks came by and fixed the 
roads (today) but didn’t do anything to correct the problem.  He mentioned that his 
mother, who is 90 years old, gets picked up by the Senior Citizen bus and every time 
the bus goes over the area it’s like going over a speed bump and jars everyone.  He 
asked the Town to look into and correct the situation.  He further mentioned that when 
the Town fixes Old Albany Post Road, they park up on Upland Drive and requested 
that the Town leave Upland Drive in better condition or the same condition that it was 
before they parked the equipment there.  He stated that he was the one who fixes the 
ruts in the road when he sees them.  Supervisor Mazzuca stated that he would talk to 
the Highway Superintendent. 
 
VACANCIES 
 
Recreation Commission (1) 
CV Park District Advisory Committee (3) 
CV Water District Advisory Committee (2) 
 
APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS 
 
Councilman Shea made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Montgomery and 
unanimously carried that the General Vouchers in the amount of  $76,544.41 are 
hereby approved as set forth in Abstracts7A & 8. 
 
Councilwoman Budney made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Scuccimarra and 
unanimously carried that the Highway Vouchers in the amount of  $47,320.44 are 
hereby approved as set forth in Abstracts 7A & 8. 
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Councilwoman Montgomery made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Scuccimarra 
and unanimously carried that the CV Park District in the amount of $54,177.11 are 
hereby approved as set forth in Abstracts 7A & 8. 
 
Councilwoman Budney made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Scuccimarra and 
unanimously carried that the CV Water District in the amount of $7,769.83 are hereby 
approved as set forth in Abstracts 7A & 8. 
 
There being no further business to discuss, Councilman Shea made a motion, 
seconded by Councilwoman Budney to close the Town Board Monthly Meeting at  
9:35 p.m.         
 

Respectfully submitted by, 
 
 
 
 
        Tina M. Merando 
        Town Clerk 
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