
MONTHLY TOWN BOARD 
APRIL 2, 2009 

The Philipstown Town Board held their Monthly Meeting on the above date, at the Town Hall, 
238 Main Street, Cold Spring, New York at 8:00 P.M. 
 
PRESENT:   William Mazzuca                                                  Supervisor 

   Betty Budney                                                                             Councilwoman 
                                                                                        Richard Shea                                                                                Councilman 

     Barbara Scuccimarra                          Councilwoman 
 Nancy Montgomery                                 Councilwoman 

                                                                                       Edward W. Doyle                                               Town Attorney 
 
Supervisor Mazzuca opened the Meeting with the salute to the Flag. 
 
REVIEW OF THE MINUTES 
 
The Minutes of the Monthly Town Board Meeting of March 5, 2009, were reviewed. 
 
Councilman Shea made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Budney and unanimously carried 
that the Minutes of March 5, 2009, are hereby approved as presented. 
 
The Minutes of the Weekly Town Board Meeting of March 11, 2009, were reviewed. 
 
Councilwoman Montgomery made a motion, seconded by Councilman Shea and unanimously 
carried that the Minutes of March 11, 2009, are hereby approved as presented. 
 
The Minutes of the Special Town Board Meeting of March 12, 2009, were reviewed. 
 
Councilwoman Montgomery made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Barbara Scuccimarra 
and unanimously carried that the Minutes of March 12, 2009, are hereby approved as presented. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
CAC- Councilman Shea reported on the items discussed at the March 10th meeting. He noted 
that there were 4 applicants.  The CAC then discussed initiatives for 2009. 
 
RECREATION- Councilwoman Montgomery attended the recreation meeting on March 31st. 
Philipstown Park will open on April 18th.  Recreation Commissioner Regele gave Recreation 
Supervisor Stickle information on improving and restructuring the Soccer program.  The roof 
committee wants to schedule a workshop with the Town Board on April 22nd to go over the 
specs.  Recreation Commission granted permission to Hudson Highland Land Trust to hold their 
Family Fun Festival at the Community Center on June 13th.  2009 Summer Fun program was 
presented and approved. Councilwoman Montgomery also announced that the Recreation Dept. 
has secured Mets tickets at a reduced rate for an August home game. 
 
RECYCLING- Councilwoman Budney reported that May 16th, Toxic Household Cleanup Day 
will be held at the Health Dept. in Brewster and our Landfill will also open that day for 
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electronics, etc.  She noted that the Recycling Center would soon be open every Saturday 
beginning in May. 
 
PLANNING- Councilwoman Montgomery reviewed the items addressed at the Planning Board 
Meeting on March 19, 2009. The next meeting will be on April 16, 2009, at 7:30 p.m. in the 
VFW hall in Cold Spring. 
 
ZONING- Councilwoman Scuccimarra reported on the items addressed at the Zoning Board of 
Appeals Meetings on March 23, 2009.  Next meeting will held on April 27, 2009. 
 
HIGHWAY- Councilwoman Budney reported that the Highway Department is currently 
working on grading and getting dirt roads back in shape after rough winter months. Drainage 
improvements are being done, along with pipes and basin cleaning. Crews are out cutting and 
chipping brush.   March Man hours for dirt road repair: $16,666.80 - roller rental:  $2,512.00.  
Roger Chirico is continuously working with SEMO and FEMA regarding ongoing issues of the 
Old Albany Post Road Profile Draft.  He has met with staff personnel from the offices of 
Congressman John Hall and Senator Charles Schumer.  A meeting with residents will be 
scheduled in the near future to inform them of the progress. 
 
BUILDING & LAND ACQUISITION- Councilman Shea reported that a cost comparison was 
done on the improvements (boiler replacement, insulation in attic) done at the Town Hall and 
found that due to these improvements there has been a 45% cost savings in fuel oil usage. A 
grant has been submitted to the State to cover these costs and the Town expects to get the money 
back. 
 
GARRISON VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPT. -  Jaime Copeland reported on the GVFD activities 
for March.  All terrain vehicles provided by the dept. have been invaluable fighting the brush 
fire, as they were able to access areas which they may not have been able to otherwise.  Fund 
raising for the John Marcinak children’s education fund is now over $42,000.  They are offering 
a Merit Badge for the Boy Scouts for Fire Safety.  Interior Firefighters participated in a training 
exercise for new bailout gear.  
 
Garrison Volunteer Fire Department is starting an incident pre-planning and are accumulating 
plans for existing buildings starting with the most complex first so that they have them on hand 
at the fire house to pre-plan some of the more complex fires that might involve large buildings 
such as Graymoor or Garrison Institute.   
 
Councilman Shea commented that he and the Supervisor visited the Fire House and had a 
constructive meeting, which ended with a follow-up tour of the Fire House to get more 
acquainted.  He noted that they were impressed that the firemen had done the building project in-
house, which showed a big commitment and cost the community 1/3 of what it might have. 
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TOWN OF PHILIPSTOWN 
MONTHLY REPORT OF TOWN SUPERVISOR 

 
MONIES RECEIVED AS OF MARCH 5, 2009 

 
 

GENERAL & PART-TOWN FUNDS 
 

Town Clerk Fees 1/09                                                             877.88 
Tax Coll Gen A Final Pay                                           1,374,594.47 
Rec Fees 1/09                                                                 50,357.64 
NYS DFX 2007                                                                  2,303.00 
NYS DFX 2007                                                                  2,229.00 
Justice Fees 2/09                                                              7,434.50 
Bank Interest                                                                          72.97 
CTV Fees                                                                        15,338.00    
 
HIGHWAY FUND 

 
Tax Coll Highway DB-Final Pay                                 1,960,907.00 
P.C. Ck. Sheriff’s  - Gas     241.09 
P.C. Sheriff’s  - Gas     507.59 
Gen Fund – Gas                                                                   162.86 
Bank Interest                                                                        234.16 
 
 
CONTINTENTAL VILLAGE WATER DISTRICT 
 
Bank Interest                                                                        110.03 
 
CONTINENTAL VILLAGE PARK DISTRICT 
 
Clubhouse Fees                                                                    400.00 
Bank Interest         177.88    
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TOWN OF PHILIPSTOWN 
MONTHLY REPORT OF TOWN SUPERVISOR 

 
MONIES RECEIVED AS OF APRIL 2, 2009 

 
 

GENERAL & PART-TOWN FUNDS 
 

Town Clerk Fees 2/09                                                             347.83 
Tax Coll Penalty Int.                                                          6,560.34 
Rec Fees 2/09                                                                 32,152.70 
NYS Justice Grant                                                                270.00 
PC Dog Surplus                                                                    313.09 
Justice Fees 2/09                                                              5,860.00 
Bank Interest                                                                        826.00 
CTV Fees                                                                          9,603.00    
 
HIGHWAY FUND 

 
Bank Interest                                                                      1,068.77 
 
 
CONTINTENTAL VILLAGE WATER DISTRICT 
 
Bank Interest                                                                          97.18 
 
CONTINENTAL VILLAGE PARK DISTRICT 
 
Clubhouse Fees                                                                    230.00 
Bank Interest         140.21 
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AGENDA- 
 
1.                  Resolution authorizing a donation in the amount of $300.00 to the Nelsonville    
                          Fish & Fur for this year’s “Kids Fishing Day” scheduled for May 3, 2009. 

            
RESOLUTION #81-2009 
The following Resolution was presented by Councilwoman Budney, seconded by Councilwoman 
Scuccimarra and unanimously carried; 
 
RESOLVED, that the Town Board hereby authorizes a donation in the amount of $300.00 to the 
Nelsonville Fish & Fur for this years “Kids Fishing Day” scheduled for May 3, 2009. 
 
2.   Resolution authorizing Supervisor Mazzuca to sign the contract with  

Putnam County Real Property to prepare the necessary documents for property    
taxes. 

 
RESOLUTION #82-2009 
The following Resolution was presented by Councilwoman Montgomery, seconded by 
Councilwoman Scuccimarra and unanimously carried; 
 
RESOLVED, that the Town Board hereby authorizes Supervisor Mazzuca to sign the contract 
between the Putnam County Real Property and the Town of Philipstown to prepare the necessary 
documents for property taxes. 
 
3.   Resolution needed to release escrow funds to the Bardes application    

 
RESOLUTION #83-2009 
The following Resolution was presented by Councilman Shea, seconded by       Councilwoman 
Budney and unanimously carried; 

 
RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Philipstown hereby approves the release of 
Escrow in the matter of Bardes Application. 
    
4.             Resolution authorizing Supervisor Mazzuca to sign the 2008 Sponsor         

Authorization Form for the Philipstown Ambulance Corps Length of Service Awards. 
 
RESOLUTION #84-2009 
The following Resolution was presented by Councilwoman Montgomery, seconded by 
Councilwoman Scuccimarra and unanimously carried; 
 
RESOLVED, that the Town Board hereby authorizes Supervisor Mazzuca to sign the 2008 
Sponsor Authorization Form for the Philipstown Ambulance Corps Length of Service Awards. 
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5. Putnam County Legislator Tamagna to address the Town Board. 

 
Legislator Tamagna echoed the comments of Councilman Shea on the volunteer fire services, not 
only in Garrison, but also for all volunteer services of Philipstown.  He stated that we could not 
pay for the services that they provide.  There are issues from time to time with the monies spent 
in facilities and equipment but pales in comparison to what a paid fire company would cost us.  
“We would not be able to afford to live here,” he added.   

 
Legislator Tamagna then addressed one issue, which came out of the County Executive’s recent 
State of the County address.  He stated that Putnam County is in pretty good financial shape right 
now, noting that Putnam County doesn’t have the same issues as the surrounding counties who 
are struggling with the projections on sales tax.  He remarked that the County spends money on 
essential purchases that were really needed.  Westchester and Dutchess Counties have a lot of 
discretionary spending.  He further stated that the County projections will hold pretty much 
where they are and that the County Executive projected 0% tax increase for the County.  
 
Legislator Tamagna commented saying that he will refuse to do away with the essential services 
that the people of Putnam County need ... not that he will say that we should have any tax 
increase, but we need to cut our budget and we need to keep services that are very important.   
 
Legislator Tamagna commented on the three most important paragraphs of the State of the 
County Address: 

  
He stated that the County was re-assessing programs, looking for inefficiencies and that the 
County Executive wants to do away with our Certified Home Health Agency and its license.   
This program involves Home Health Aid nurses who come into your home to provide a service.  
This is not a state mandated program, but rather a discretionary program.  Our county 
government for many years has chosen to make this available.   Putnam Hospital Center provides 
this service in Putnam County, but does not do much good in Philipstown.  The County 
Executive is looking for – agencies like the Visiting Nurse Service and other services that come 
out of Yonkers, Peekskill.  The County Executive wants to give them an opportunity to bid on 
this.  He noted that we would lose our county license, which would be devastating.   
 
This is the only place in our county government to bring in revenue.  While the County 
Executive said that we have lost $415,000 in 2007 and $452,000 in 2008, this agency has still 
covered 91% of their budget.  Out of a $4MM budget, the group that walks into our homes has 
generated $3.8MM in revenue.  The cost per household across the county is about $4.50 per 
household per year.  You couldn’t buy an insurance policy that would bring that into your 
homes.  For Putnam County to lose their license would mean that we would lose our license for 
all of our immunization programs  (WIC, Maternal Child health programs) a huge, huge error.   
The County Executive has looked at cutting things this year in order to deliver that 0%.   
Legislator Tamagna wants to reassure the people out there who are receiving this service that our 
legislature intends to unanimously pass a resolution opposing the RFP.  He added our Home 
Health Care Nurses provide a service that could not be provided by anyone else anywhere else.  
These are dedicated staff people who have been working many cases 25-30 years --- our friends, 
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neighbors, people who come in a time of need. They have not gotten the respect in the last 15 
years that they deserve.  Tamagna stated, “this is the County Executive’s last hurrah in this and I 
will tell you ‘shame on him’”.  So, whatever the Board can do to be sure that we have protected 
this service for the people of Putnam County. He added that if it is not for protecting public and 
health then government is not necessary, and that this is one of the most necessary services that 
the County could possibly provide.  He requested that the Town Board look at the Resolution 
and hoped that they would take this very seriously. 

 
Legislator Tamagna also reported that the EPF passed intact. However, it has a little bit more of 
a limited staff – it is something he thinks is necessary and would continue to fight for to protect 
the EPF.   
 
Legislator Tamagna stated that he and Councilwoman Scuccimarra met to discuss the expansion 
of the sidewalks at the North Highlands Fire Co.  
 
Supervisor Mazzuca stated that the Greenway did survive, however they did take a 20% cut in 
funding.  Also, as far as the Home Health Care – he noted that Councilwoman Montgomery has 
been working on this and has kept the Town Board abreast of the situation and, in fact, has 
prepared an extensive memorandum on the issue of home care for the Town Board.  
Councilwoman Montgomery stated that Legislator Tamagna had hit on most of the important 
topics and that the County Executive was preparing an RFP for the privatization of the Certified 
Home Health Agency.  She requested that this Town Board submit a letter or Resolution to the 
Putnam County Legislature indicating that the Town Board does not support the Executive 
Branch in this decision.  Supervisor Mazzuca asked Town Clerk Merando and Councilwoman 
Montgomery to prepare a Resolution. 

 
RESOLUTION #85-2009 
The following Resolution was presented by Councilwoman Montgomery, seconded by       
Councilwoman Budney and unanimously carried; 
 
RESOLVED, The Town Board of Philipstown authorizes the Town Clerk, Tina Merando, to 
prepare a resolution opposing the privatization of the Certified Home Health Agency at a special 
meeting scheduled for Friday, April 3, 2009. 
 
6.  Resolution authorizing Supervisor Mazzuca to sign the agreement between the Town 

and the Valuation Advisory Group for the 2008 Property Record Update. 
 

RESOLUTION #86-2009 
The following Resolution was presented by Councilwoman Budney, seconded by       
Councilman Shea and unanimously carried; 

 
RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Philipstown hereby authorizes Supervisor 
Mazzuca to sign the agreement between the Town and the Valuation Advisory Group for the 
2008 Property Record Update. 

       
7. Discussion on the Quarry Pond Affordable restrictions. 
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Bill Balter of Wilder & Balter addressed the Town Board with regard to the Affordable Housing 
resale restrictions that are in the affordability guide.  He briefly reported on the construction 
progress.  He also noted that they currently have 3 contracts and 20 to 30 people undecided, due 
to the economy.   
 
Mr. Balter explained that he would like the Town Board to consider amendments to the 
agreement, first being to increase the resale by including a baseline increase of $15,000.00 to the 
maximum resale price.  Second, raising the maximum income by 20 % (currently 125%, increase 
to 150% of median income). Once the resolution is passed, they will go back to the original 
Lottery list and advise them of the change.  Then they will begin marketing to the general public.  
Mr. Balter requested a meeting with the Board.  Supervisor Mazzuca scheduled a workshop for 
Wednesday, April 8, 2009, at 7:30 p.m. 
 
8. Town Clerk Merando to appoint Theresa Crawley as Deputy Town Clerk, Deputy Tax 

Collector and Sub-Registrar. 
 
Town Clerk Merando appoints Theresa Crawley as Deputy Town Clerk, Deputy Tax Collector 
and Sub-Registrar. 
 
9. Resolution appointing Rosemarie Bernasconi as Justice Clerk at a salary not to exceed 

that set forth in the 2009 budget. 
 
RESOLUTION #87-2009 
The following Resolution was presented by Councilwoman Budney, seconded by Councilman       
Shea and unanimously carried; 

 
RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Philipstown hereby approves the 
appointment of Rosemary Bernasconi as Justice Clerk, at a salary not to exceed that set forth in 
the 2009 budget. 
 
9A.  Resolution appointing Carol Newman to serve as a member of the Aesthetics 
Committee. 
 
RESOLUTION #88-2009 
The following Resolution was presented by Nancy Montgomery, seconded by Councilwoman 
Budney and unanimously carried; 
 
RESOLVED, the Town Board hereby authorizes the appointment of Carol Newman to serve as 
a member of the Aesthetics Committee. 

 
10. Code Enforcement Monthly Report 

 
Town Clerk Merando read the Code Enforcement Monthly Report 

 
11. Schedule Workshop/Meetings 
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April 8, 2009 - 7:30pm – Town Hall – Workshop with Quarry Pond Affordable Housing 

 
12. Any other business that may come before the Town Board. 
 
Supervisor Mazzuca reported that the business Aesthetics Committee met this afternoon.  The 
committee has come up with an application and guidelines and will meet again on Wednesday. 
April 8th at 4:30 pm.  He stated that business owners who submit plans, will be reimbursed up to 
50% or $2,500 of the project.  He remarked that we will not do the work but will work with them 
offering suggestions for landscaping improvements.   

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
1 April 25, 2009 - 9:00 to 12:00 -Sustainable Putnam 2009 Landscaping Seminar –at the   

Emergency Services Bldg. in Carmel.   Open to Public 
2 May 18, 2009 -Spring Gardening School – 1-Day University for home gardeners –at the 

Emergency Training Operations Center in Carmel. 
3 May 6, 2009 -5th Annual Shop Putnam Business & Home Expo –at 10:00 am at the Villa 

Barone.  Call 628-5553 for more info. 
4 County to present Main St. Partnership @ Cornerstone Park at 1:30 pm 
 
Resolution requested by Councilwoman Scuccimarra to remove numerous road signs along 9D, 
which are no longer needed. 

 
RESOLUTION #89-2009 
The following Resolution was presented by Councilwoman Scuccimarra, seconded by 
Councilwoman Budney and unanimously carried; 
 
WHEREAS, that the Town Board has observed that there are 17 small “No Stopping” signs 
along Route 9D, beginning at mile marker 1040 and ending at mile marker 1046; and 
 
WHEREAS, Route 9D is a Scenic Byway traversed by tourist, pedestrians, residents, and bikers 
on a daily basis; and 
 
WHEREAS, Route 403 intersects at this area, which displays many traffic signs for commuters 
and detour signage as needed for work done at Annesville Circle in the Town of Cortlandt; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, THAT the Town Board of the Town of 
Philipstown hereby requests that the signage along Route 9D, where indicated above, are no 
longer necessary and should be removed. 
 
Councilwoman Budney announced that on April 7, 2009, there will be a meeting the Village of 
Cold Spring Hall about the Bicentennial.  Anyone interested in helping can attend.   
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Councilman Shea reported that the Board has submitted an extensive list to the state for stimulus 
monies – approx. $3MM, and these are projects for the Town Hall, Recreation Dept., Water 
Dept., etc, which are shovel-ready.   
 
He also stated that we are continuing to rectify the problem on Old Albany Post Road.  This will 
be done this spring/summer. 
 
Councilman Shea discussed the implementation of the Comprehensive Plan and the re-zoning 
issue, noting that the proposed zoning law and related maps are on the Town’s website and at 
Town Hall. 
  
AUDIENCE 
 
Del Karlen addressed the Town Board with regard to Garrison Landing.   Mr. Karlen referred to 
the importance of the town’s comprehensive plan and noted that Garrison Station Plaza Inc., and 
the Garrison Landing Assoc., have been implementing aspects of the plan for more than 40 
years.  He also noted that these organizations have provided a model for the comprehensive plan. 
 
VACANCIES 
 
Recreation Commission (1) 
CV Park District Advisory Committee (3) 
CV Water District Advisory Committee (2) 
   
 
 
 
 
APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS 
 
Councilwoman Montgomery made a motion, seconded by Councilman Shea and unanimously 
carried that the General Vouchers in the amount of $135,338.35 are hereby approved as set forth 
in Abstract 4. 
 
Councilwoman Budney made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Scuccimarra and 
unanimously carried that the Highway Vouchers in the amount of $78,927.81 are hereby 
approved as set forth in Abstract 4. 
 
Councilwoman Montgomery made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Montgomery and 
unanimously carried that the CV Park District Vouchers in the amount of $4,717.07 are hereby 
approved as set forth in Abstract 4. 
 
Councilman Shea made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Scuccimarra and unanimously 
carried that the CV Water District Vouchers in the amount of $6,146.82 are hereby approved as 
set forth in Abstract 4. 
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There being no further business to discuss, Councilwoman Budney made a motion, seconded by 
Councilwoman Scuccimarra to close the Monthly Meeting at 9:10 pm.        
        
                                                                                                                                             Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
                                                                                                  Tina M. Merando 
                                                                                                Town Clerk 
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